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John E. Anderson, Sr., Member
Nashville | 615.620.1735 | JAnderson@dickinsonwright.com

John’s insurance practice includes more than 25 years of experience in commercial litigation, coverage disputes, bad 
faith claims, insurance defense and insurance law in the state of Tennessee. He is a member of the Federation of Defense 
& Corporate Counsel, member of the Transportation Lawyers Association and is listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory 
of Recommend Insurance Attorneys. John contributes to Dickinson Wright’s Tennesse Insurance News, and manages 
the insured defense practice area of Dickinson Wright’s Insurance Task Force. 

Practice Areas: Insurance Litigation, Personal Injury, Bad Faith Claims, Coverage Disputes, Product Liability, Employment 
Litigation, General Liability Defense, Premises Liability, Truck and Motor Vehicle Accidents, Construction Disputes, Food 
Claim Litigation, Workers Compensation

J. Gregory Cahill, Member
Phoenix | 602.889.5350 | GCahill@dickinsonwright.com

Greg is a litigator who focuses on supporting residential and commercial developers, contractors and builders 
throughout Arizona, New Mexico and California. He also served in the U.S. Navy until 1995, stationed both at sea and 
overseas.

Practice Areas: Complex Commercial Litigation, Construction Defects, Coverage Disputes, Insurance Litigation 

Kenneth K. Ching, Of Counsel
Reno | 775.343.7502 | KChing@dickinsonwright.com

Ken has extensive experience litigating cases involving wrongful termination claims, discrimination claims, and 
restrictive covenants in employment contracts such as non-compete and non-disclosure agreements.

Practice Areas: Employment Litigation and Discrimination, Worker’s Compensation, Workplace Violence Policies

Scot L. Claus, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5086 | SClaus@dickinsonwright.com

Scot’s insurance practice includes experience defending high-profile insureds in a broad variety of topics, including 
defending the State of Arizona in constitutional claims as outside counsel. He has represented two of Arizona’s largest 
commercial law firms in malpractice claim defense, one of the largest home healthcare providers in medical malpractice 
claim defense, and the nation’s premier self-transportation company in products liability defense.

Practice Areas: Governmental Liability, Major Product Liability, Medical Malpractice, Professional Liability
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Joseph A. Fink, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4711 | JFink@dickinsonwright.com

Joe’s experience includes being a supervisor of troubled insurers; being a deputy receiver and counsel in rehabilitations 
and liquidations of insurers; representing insurers making claims in receiverships; representation of guarantee funds 
in receiverships; formation, acquisition, and securing authorities for insurers across the nation; mergers and a myriad 
of other commercial and regulatory matters for insurers. He has significant commercial and regulatory litigation 
experience for insurers and healthcare companies and has served on boards of publicly traded and private insurers.

Practice Areas: Regulatory, Government Relations 

Autumn L. Gentry, Member
Nashville | 615.620.1755 | AGentry@dickinsonwright.com

Autumn is a litigator who co-edits the Dickinson Wright’s Tennessee Insurance Legal News. 

Practice Areas: Bad Faith Claims, Coverage Disputes, Premises Liability,  Product Liability, Truck and Motor Vehicle 
Accidents, Workers’ Compensation

Jerry Gaffaney, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5005 | JGaffaney@dickinsonwright.com

Jerry has assisted many healthcare provider clients in negotiating and enforcing managed care contracts with insurers 
and other third party payers. He has also assisted many clients in obtaining proper benefits under their health and 
disability policies after their claims were initially denied.

Practice Areas: Coverage Disputes, Healthcare, Disability, Insurance Contract Enforcement, Professional Liability

Deborah L. Grace, Member
Troy | 248.433.7217 | DGrace@dickinsonwright.com

Deb is the chair of our firm’s Benefits Committee, which is responsible for the design and administration of our own 
retirement and welfare benefit plans. She has experience as a plan sponsor and as a fiduciary and has advised clients 
about coverage available under their fiduciary liability insurance.

Practice Areas: 401(k), Affordable Care Act, COBRA, Employee Benefits/ERISA, Defined Benefit Retirement Plans, Profit 
Sharing, Retirement Plans, Welfare Benefits Plans
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Kelley M. Haladyna, member
Ann Arbor | 734.623.1624 | KHaladyna@dickinsonwright.com

Kelley is a commercial litigator with experience representing insurance clients in breach of contract, fraud and coverage 
disputes. She is active, and has held various leadership positions, in the Defense Research Institute (DRI) Women in the 
Law Committee. Kelley has appeared in both state and federal courts around the country on behalf of her clients.

Practice Areas: Commercial Disputes, Breach of Contract, Fraud, Coverage Claims, Disability Insurance, Life Insurance

K. Scott Hamilton, Member
Detroit | 313.223.3041 | SHamilton@dickinsonwright.com

Scott has more than 20 years of litigation experience representing insurers. His representative clients include UNUM 
Group and its affiliates (UNUM Life Insurance Co. of America, Provident Life and Accident Insurance Co., The Paul Revere 
Life Insurance Co., National Life Insurance Co.), Reassure America Insurance Co., US Life Insurance Co., Ford Motor Co., 
Johnson Controls, Inc., Kettering University and Yazaki North America. He is admitted to the 2nd, 6th and 10th federal court 
circuits. Scott is also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory of Recommend Insurance Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Breach of Contract Claims, Breach of Fiduciary Duty Claims, Coverage Disputes, Disability Insurance, 
ERISA, Fraud Claims, Life Insurance

David J. Houston, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4777 | DHouston@dickinsonwright.com

Dave is a commercial and employment litigator who has handled cases in courts in multiple states  and before 
administrative agencies including the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. He has represented or been 
retained as insureds’ counsel by Chubb Group of Insurance Companies, Chubb Insurance Company of Canada, Auto-
Owners Insurance Co., Travelers Insurance Co., The Hanover Insurance Group, Great American Insurance Group, and 
Royal Specialty Underwriting, Inc.

Practice Areas: Employee Discrimination Defense of State and Federal Claims, Employment Litigation including   
       Enforcement and Defense of Non-Solicit, Non-Compete and Trade Secrets Claims, Workplace Violence Policies

Sara H. Jodka, Of Counsel
Columbus | 614.744.2943 | SJodka@dickinsonwright.com

Sara focuses her practice on business litigation, specifically labor and employment litigation, cybersecurity, and data 
privacy. Sara regularly represents employers in various types of employment and other litigated matters and other 
disputes. She has represented or been retained as insureds’ counsel by Chubb Group of Insurance Companies, Travelers 
Insurance Co., The Hanover Insurance Group, and Beasley Insurance, Inc.

Practice Areas: Labor and Employment Litigation including discrimination, retaliation, Fair Credit Reporting Act, wage/
hour class action, defense/prosecution of non-solicitation, non-compete, and trade secret claims; data privacy in the  

       healthcare, financial and other business sectors; complex business litigation.
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Scott R. Knapp, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4762 | SKnapp@dickinsonwright.com

Scott focuses his practice on business and commercial litigation. He regularly represents large insurance and healthcare 
companies in various types of disputes. Scott is also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory of Recommend Insurance 
Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Breach of Contract Claims, Coverage Disputes, Fraud Claims, Putative Class Actions, Regulatory Claims

James E. Lozier, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4775 | JLozier@dickinsonwright.com

Jim is a senior litigator with considerable experience representing insurance companies and their insureds in jurisdictions 
throughout the Midwest and East Coast states. His experience includes commercial litigation, employment litigation, 
railroad litigation and environmental claims. His representative clients include numerous educational institutions, 
manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, dealers, and food manufacturers, processors, growers, and transporters. Jim is 
also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory of Recommend Insurance Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Bad Faith Claims, Coverage Disputes, Direct Actions, Employment Discrimination, Food Borne Illness, 
Disability and Death Claims, Food Recall Claims, Personal Injury, Product Liability, Product Withdrawal, Property Damage

Cynthia A. Moore, Member
Troy | 248.433.7295 | CMoore@dickinsonwright.com

Cyndi is the manager of the firm’s Employee Benefits practice. Her practice includes helping employers and insurers 
comply with complex federal regulations.

Practice Areas: Affordable Care Act, COBRA, ERISA, Executive Compensation Arrangements, HIPAA, Qualified Retirement 
Plans, Welfare Benefit Plans

Sherry D. O’Neal, Member
Detroit | 313.223.3871 | SOneal@dickinsonwright.com

Sherry is a litigator who represents insureds in commercial and employment litigation matters in state and federal 
courts. She has significant ERISA experience.

Practice Areas: Disability Insurance, ERISA Plans, Health Insurance, Life Insurance
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Francis R. Ortiz, Member
Detroit | 313.223.3690 | FOrtiz@dickinsonwright.com

Frank is the Practice Department  Manager for Dickinson Wright’s Insurance practice. He has represented life, health and 
disability insurers before courts and regulatory agencies for more than 30 years.  Frank is also listed in the 2017 A.M. 
Best’s Directory of Recommend Insurance Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Disability Insurance, ERISA Plans and Fiduciaries, Health Insurance, Life Insurance

Victoria L. Orze, Member
Phoenix | 602.220.4542 | VOrze@dickinsonwright.com

Victoria manages the coverage practice area of Dickinson Wright’s Insurance Task Force. She provides insurance 
coverage counseling and litigation, claims management guidance and risk management to insurers and their insureds. 
Her practice also focuses on providing legal and risk management services to professionals, including ethics counseling 
and defense of disciplinary matters. Victoria is also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory of Recommend Insurance 
Attorneys

Practice Areas: Claims Management, Coverage Disputes, Professional Disciplinary Proceedings, Professional Liability

David J. Ouimette, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5043 | DOuimette@dickinsonwright.com

David has practiced in the area of complex commercial litigation, including real estate, land use, securities, professional 
liability, business torts, property and casualty insurance, liability insurance, title insurance, and general corporate and 
business disputes. 

Practice Areas: Coverage Disputes, Governmental Liability, Insurance Litigation, Professional Disciplinary Proceedings 
and Title Insurance

Edward P. Perdue, Member
Grand Rapids | 616.458.1300 | EPerdue@dickinsonwright.com

Ed’s insurance practice focuses on coverage litigation. He is the State of Michigan’s representative to the Defense 
Research Institute (DRI), a Michigan Defense Trial Counsel board member and chair of the DRI’s Veterans’ Network 
Committee. Ed is a former artillery officer in the United States Marine Corps. He served in Northern Iraq during the 
Persian Gulf War at sea with the United States Sixth Fleet and at various duty stations in the U.S. and Japan.

Practice Areas: Commercial Disputes, Coverage Disputes, Direct Actions, Personal Injury, Product Liability, ERISA
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Michael J. Plati, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5094 | MPlati@dickinsonwright.com

Michael manages the professional liability and title insurance practice area of Dickinson Wright’s Insurance Task Force. 
He has more than 18 years of experience in commercial litigation. His insurance practice consists of defending insureds 
in professional malpractice or responsibility claims, personal injury claims, title disputes and defending insurers in 
coverage and bad faith disputes.

Practice Areas: Accountant Malpractice, Auto Accident Claims, Bad Faith Claims, Coverage Disputes, Homeowner’s 
Liability, Legal Malpractice, Professional Disciplinary Proceedings, Title Insurance

Michael S. Rubin, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5008 | MRubin@dickinsonwright.com

Michael has more than 30 years of experience in commercial litigation, insurance defense and insurance law.

Practice Areas: Coverage Disputes, Declaratory Judgments, Director and Officer Liability, Environmental Liability, Legal 
Malpractice, Title Insurance

Kimberly J. Ruppel, Member
Troy | 248.433.7291 | KRuppel@dickinsonwright.com

Kim manages Dickinson Wright’s Insurance Task Force. An experienced litigator, she is active in the Defense Research 
Institute (DRI). She regularly authors insurance and ERISA-related articles for outside publications, and has presented 
about insurance-related discovery strategies and HIPAA compliance. Kim is also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory 
of Recommend Insurance Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Disability Insurance, ERISA/Employee Benefits, Health Insurance, Life Insurance

Michael R. Scheurich, Member
Phoenix | 602.285.5011 | MScheurich@dickinsonwright.com

Mike’s practice focuses on commercial litigation, with an emphasis on real estate and commercial lending remedies. For 
the past 30 years, he has regularly represented several of the largest Phoenix-area title companies and their insureds 
against escrow and title liability claims.

Practice Areas: Commercial Litigation, Commercial Lending Litigation, Escrow Liability Claims, Real Estate Litigation, 
Title Insurance
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Ryan M. Shannon, Associate
Lansing | 517.487.4719 | RShannon@dickinsonwright.com

Ryan manages the regulatory practice area of Dickinson Wright’s Insurance Task Force. He assists insurance clients with 
navigating Michigan’s web of insurance laws and regulations, including insurance holding company, annual filing and 
investment portfolio requirements. He has also helps clients lobby for insurance law reform.

Practice Areas: Compliance, Insurance Licensing, Regulatory Enforcement Disputes, Government Relations

Robert W. Stocker II, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4715 | RStocker@dickinsonwright.com

Bob specializes in the formation and operation of alternative insurance programs, such as offshore and onshore captive 
insurance companies, workers compensation self-insurance programs, and general liability self-insured retention 
programs. He teaches a Master of Laws course on alternative insurance programs at the Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
and wrote a treatise about forming and operating captive insurance companies.

Practice Areas: Alternative Insurance Programs, Captive Insurance Companies, Self-Insurance Programs

Jeffery V. Stuckey, Member
Lansing | 517.487.4766 | JStuckey@dickinsonwright.com

Jeff’s insurance practice focuses on the administrative aspect of insurance. His experience includes acting as counsel to 
the Michigan Insurance Commissioner, acting in his capacity as the receiver of three insurance companies.

Practice Areas: Administrative Litigation, Regulatory Compliance, Formation, Interaction with Regulators

Kelly M. Telefeyan, Member
Nashville | 615.620.1721 | KTelefeyan@dickinsonwright.com

Kelly is a litigator who is licensed to practice in both Tennessee and Colorado. She writes articles for the Dickinson 
Wright’s Tennessee Insurance Legal News.

Practice Areas: Auto and Truck Accidents, Employment Discrimination, Governmental Liability, Product Liability 
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Michael G. Vartanian, Member
Ann Arbor | 734.623.1690 | MVartanian@dickinsonwright.com

Michael “Gary” is a litigator who assists insureds with a variety of issues. He also counsels policyholders on the adequacy 
of their existing coverage and renewal negotiations. Gary is also listed in the 2017 A.M. Best’s Directory of Recommend 
Insurance Attorneys.

Practice Areas: Comprehensive General Liability, Coverage Disputes Regarding EPLI, E&O and Property Claims, Director 
and Officer Employment Liability, Professional Liability
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